railway station before taking one of the
world’s most scenic rail journeys aboard
the TranzAlpine Train - crossing the
Canterbury Plains and travelling up into the
Southern Alps to Arthur’s Pass. We
absorbed the picturesque rural scenery,
then enjoyed the vistas as we journeyed
through the towering Southern Alps.
Continuing along the coast to Westland
National Park to the twin glaciers of Fox
Glacier and Franz Josef Glacier, we

travelled along the west coast. Over
thousands of years, these remarkable
natural wonders have created immense
glacial valleys. Today, their magnificent
rivers of ice were seen cascading down
through the forests. Some of our group flew over and landed on a glacier. Heartland Hotel Fox Glacier
Feb 15 Fox Glacier – Queenstown. We travelled across the snow-capped peaks of the Southern Alps this
morning, through spectacular Haast Pass, skirting the
tranquil shores of lakes Wanaka and Hawea to the alpine
resort of Queenstown on Lake Wakatipu. Some chose to
travel by Jetboat. We settled in for a two-night stay with a
backdrop of towering mountains capped in snow overseeing
the blue waters of the lake. Delicious food is always on the
menu in Queenstown as it is renowned for its world-class
culinary scene. This evening, we dined at our choice of the
many outstanding local restaurants. Copthorne Hotel &
Apartments Queenstown Lakeview.

Feb 16 Queenstown at Leisure.
Queenstown is perfect for adventurers and
leisure-seekers alike with endless activities
offered within the city and its surrounds.
Some of our group went fishing, some went
bungee jumping, some took a gondola ride to
Bob’s Peak for spectacular panoramic views
of Queenstown and others took a cruise on
the 1920s TSS Earnslaw to an elegant dinner

at beautiful Walter Peak Station where we
saw the Torch Lily, the flower of New
Zealand. After a spectacular sunset we all
vowed to come back to fabulous
Queenstown someday!
Feb 17 Queenstown, Fiordland National Park, Te Anau. We followed the mountain
range and Lake Wakatipu to Fiordland National Park. then
journeyed along Milford Road, renowned as one of the world’s
best alpine drives, to Milford Sound. We boarded a ship to
cruise the full length of this beautiful fiord, viewing hundreds
of cascading waterfalls, dense rainforest and towering
mountains that surround this World Heritage-listed area.
Kingsgate Hotel, Te Anau
Feb 18 Te Anau – Dunedin. We drove through rolling

Southland countryside to Dunedin. New Zealand’s oldest city. It is of Scottish heritage and has a unique
combination of cultural riches and fine architecture. Here, we enjoyed a city tour before visiting Larnach
Castle and Gardens. Steeped in scandal and tragedy,
filled with magnificent antiques and offering
breathtaking views, Lanarch Castle was a tour
highlight. Some of us opted to see the nearby
Albatross Colony. Kingsgate Hotel Dunedin
Feb 19 Dunedin, Mt Cook, Lake Tekapo. We drove
to the east coast to see the Moeraki Boulders. These

large spherical stones were formed over 60 million
years ago and can be found along Koekohe Beach.
In Oamaru we saw some of New Zealand’s finest
19th-century architecture and the center for
“steampunk” culture. In route to Lake Tekapo, we
travelled through Mt. Cook National Park with
Australasia’s highest mountain, Aoraki (Mt Cook).
Our stunning hotel was on
the shores of Lake Tekapo.
Kay thanked everyone on

the tour, especially our
fabulous tour director, Sharon EllumBell, caught here swimming in the Bay
of Islands and
conferring with
Kay. Sharon
completely
embraced the
“20 Terribly
Terrific Texans”
(or the
“Terrifically
Terrible
Texans”). We
enjoyed an exceptional Farewell Dinner at
Peppers Bluewater Resort, Lake Tekapo
Feb 20 Lake Tekapo - Christchurch. We
visited the tiny Church of the Good
Shepherd, built of locally gathered stone
and oak and erected as a tribute to the
early pioneers of the region. After touring
the earthquake devasted Christchurch, we
departed at the Christchurch airport on
flights to Auckland or Sydney.
Feb 21 Auckland or Australia. Some of
us continued our journey in Sydney, Australia. Others spent one more
day in Auckland before flying non-stop to Houston on Air New Zealand,
a most enjoyable way to end our incredible “down under” journey on
the day George and Kay celebrated their 56th wedding anniversary!
The 20 “Terribly Terrific Texans” were Pam and Leon Ahlers, Lellany
and Rod Conaway, Beverly and Bill Freeman. Ben McCullouch and
Jes Torben, Jill Morell and Carmen Walker, Sandra Mourton and
George Hanst, Connie and David Smith, Lynn Smith and Brenda
Weems, Alicia Torben and Irma Lange and Kay (the Organizer) and
George King. Many thanks to all who joined us “down under” and
contributed their fun-loving travel spirit and awesome photos.

